Government program aids
Newboro youth in job search

Young people from the
Newboro area will develop
the skills they need to find
and keep quality jobs
through a new project sup-
ported by the Government
of Canada and St
Lawrence College.

Gord Brown, Member
of Parliament for Leeds-
Grenville, announced the
project last week on behalf
of the Honourable Monte
Solberg, Minister ~ of
Human Resources and
Social Development.

“Our government is
committed to creating the
best educated, most skilled,
and most flexible work
force in the world,” said
Mr. Brown. “Our partner-
ship with St. Lawrence
College will provide local
youth with the skills,
knowledge, and experience
they need to take advan-
tage of the local job mar-
ket.”

Canada’s government is
committing $97,618 in
Skills Link funding for St.
Lawrence College to help
12 unemployed youth with
barriers to employment
develop their life and
employability skills and
acquire work experience.
Participants will become
more employable through
hands-on experience con-
structing two bungalows,
and by attending work-
shops on topics including
problem-solving, job-
search techniques, first aid,

and WHMIS (Workplace
Hazardous Materials
[nformation System) train-
ing.

“St. Lawrence College is
very pleased to be working
with the Government of
Canada and our communi-
ty partner, the Thousand
Islands Region Habitat for
Humanity, on this project
that will help youth gain
the skills they need to find
and keep jobs while help-
ing people within their
communities,” said
Michael Laking, Training
and Development
Specialist. “This Youth
Fmployment  Strategies
program will be the fif-
teenth time that St
Lawrence College and the
Government have part-
nered very successfully, and
we look forward to a long
and continuing relation-
ship.” -
The federal government
is funding this project
through Service Canada’s
Skills Link program, one of
Canada’s youth employ-
ment programs. The Skills
Link program involves
employers,  community
organizations, and other
levels of government in
ensuring that young people
have the opportunity to
develop their skills and
become contributing mem-
bers of their communities.

The Government - has
takerysteps to address skills
shortages and promote the

trades as a quality career
option by funding skills-
related projects and creat-
ing the Apprenticeship
Incentive Grant, a taxable
cash grant of $1,000 a year
that is available to regis-
tered apprentices in the
first two years of a Red Seal
trade program. |

This project reflects the
Government of Canada’s
commitment to creating 2
strong economy for all
Canadians. Through its
Advantage Canada plan,
the Government is not
only focusing on develop-
ing work-force skills, but is
also building on Canada’s
strengths and gaining a
global competitive advan-
tage by reducing taxes for
all Canadians, increasing
competition in the market-
place, building modern
infrastructure, and elimi-
nating the debt.

Service Canada brings
Government of Canada
services and  benefits
together in a single deliv-
ery network.

[t provides Canadians
with one-stop setvice they
can access however they
choose — by phone at 1

800 O Canada, on the

Internet at servicecanada.
gc.ca, Or in person at
Service Canada Centres
across the country.
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